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The University rf Dayton News Release 
UD STUDENTS VOLUNTEER TO HELP 
HIGH SCHOOLERS PREPARE FOR COLLEGE LIFE 
Jan. 31, 1991 
Contact: Jim Feuer 
DAYTON, Ohio -- It's the time of year when high school 
juniors begin thinking about what they'll do when they graduate 
and when seniors make their final decisions on which college to 
attend. Unfortunately, no one is usually there to help answer 
their questions or alleviate their fears. 
That's why a University of Dayton student initiated UD's 
Traveling student Panel. The panel is composed of about 50 UD 
student volunteers, who travel in small groups to high schools in 
the Dayton area to give advice on questions ranging from what to 
look for in a college to how to live on one's own. 
"It's a service to the students, who sometimes have 
anxieties about what college is and what's ahead," says Melissa 
Hopper, a UD junior who founded and coordinates the program. 
"It's not as cruel a world as they may think. As long as they 
prepare themselves for it, they should do just fine. 
Hopper says many students want to know about serious 
subjects such as financial aid, homework, time management and 
roommates. A recent group of students had an additional 
concern--whether it's true that freshman students gain 15 pounds 
from eating cafeteria food. 
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Traveling Student Panel: page 2 
"We g1ve honest and candid answers," says Hopper, a 
marketing major. "High school students are more accepting of the 
opinions of students who are actually doing what's ahead for 
them. We're doing what they're go1ng to do in just a few 
months." 
The Traveling student Panel began as a pilot program last 
spring after several high school counselors suggested having 
"current college students answer questions about college 
admission and the search for the perfect school," says Hopper. 
The panel has now visited about a dozen schools in the Dayton 
area. Each session lasts about an hour, and the number of high 
school students who attend ranges from 25-100. 
"No matter where they eventually go, we hope this makes it 
easier for them," says Hopper. 
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Media advisory: The next scheduled sessions are at 8 and 9 a.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 5, at Bellbrook High School. More sessions are 
scheduled throughout February and March. For interviews, call 
Melissa Hopper at (513) 229-4411 or (513) 294-4460. 
